IT’S NOT PAINT...IT’S BETTER! 


RHINO SHIELD REFLECTS THE SUN, BONDS AND SEALS STUCCO! 
EXTERIOR CERAMIC PAINT COATING OVER STUCCO 
SUPER SHIELD ROOF COATING és 


CALL nO FREE Se 480-576-6551 


16% OFF 


material & labor 
| Mention Newspaper Promo. 
Expires 5/3 1/20 


|AR-GC10405271-01 


NEVER PAINT AGAIN! GO RHINO!! 


e Won't Chip, Flake, Crack or Peel 

e Non-Prorated Transferable Warranty 
e Looks Thicker & Richer Than Paint 
e Resists Mold & Mildew 

e 3M Ceramics-Low “E” Rating 

e Waterproof & Breathable 

e BASF Tested & Proven To Last 

e Class “A” Fire Rating, Won't Burn 


480- 576- 6551 


Rhincagag Shield 
It’s Not Paint. 


e Free Estimate © Special Financing 
e No-Hassle Consultation 


SUPER SHIELD ZS 
ROOF COATING SYSTEM pear 


2018 PULITZER PRIZE WINNER 
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SAVE UP TO 


$209 
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PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 


RESEARCHERS TARGET A TINY INSECT THAT IS 
SPREADING DISEASE THROUGH CITRUS GROVES 


Biopesticide could be 
key to protecting trees 


Amanda Morris Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


n the next few months, James Truman will plant over 400 new citrus trees on his Surprise 

farm. I Many of the trees on his farm are puny things. As he strides among them to check 

for signs of stress, the 6-foot-3 farmer towers over each tree, each one a skinny bundle of 

branches and leaves supported by stakes in the ground. E It willtake several years before 
they mature into fruit-bearing trees and 20 years for them to reach full fruit production. 


“You lose a lot every time you lose a tree, so 
if you have a disease come in and stun a bunch 
of trees in your operation .... it could be quite 
devastating,” Truman said. 

Truman is worried about the risk of one 
disease in particular: citrus greening disease. 
It’s fast-spreading, hard to detect, and lethal 
for trees. 

“Once you have it,” Truman said, “you’re 
screwed.” 

The disease has already decimated citrus 
groves in the other major citrus-producing 
states of Florida, California and Texas. Ac- 
cording to John Caravetta, the associate direc- 
tor of the Arizona Department of Agriculture, 
the disease has also spread to Mexico. 

“We're surrounded,” he said. 

Though the microscopic insect that trans- 
mits the disease, the Asian citrus psyllid, has 
been found across Arizona, he said the dis- 
ease hasn't been detected within the state yet, 
making it a rare haven for citrus trees. 

The state wants to keep it that way. 


See CITRUS, Page 4A 


TOP: John Babiarz stands among trees at his Greenfield 
Citrus Nursery in Mesa in February. 
MICHAEL CHOW AND THOMAS HAWTHORNE/THE REPUBLIC 


ABOVE: James Truman inspects a young citrus tree on his 
Surprise farm for signs of stress. He will plant 400 new trees 
in the next few months and hopes to keep his farm free of 


citrus greening disease. AMANDA MORRIS/THE REPUBLIC 


GRAD DAY NEARS VALLEY & STATE, 3A 


Twin sisters Kassidy, left, and Kaprice Faraci pick 
up caps and gowns on Tuesday at Skyline High 
School in Mesa. DAVID WALLACE/THE REPUBLIC 


Ducey is open to hosting 
Major League Baseball 


Gov. Doug Ducey is open to the idea of Arizona host- 
ing all 30 teams should Major League Baseball want 
to play its season in empty spring training parks. 1B 


State jobless claims grow 


In Arizona, 95,382 additional people applied for 
jobless benefits last week, bringing the four-week 


total to 345,800, the state reported Monday. 17A 


Weather 


High 83° I Low 58° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A 


Up to the minute 


Get the latest news at 
azcentral.com 
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COVID-19 IN ARIZONA 


Patients left 

in limbo while 
health system 
finances drain 


Stephanie Innes 
and Alison Steinbach 


Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


As hospitals prepare for a surge of 
patients ill from COVID-19, physician 
and dental offices across Arizona are 
sitting empty, patients are learning 
that upcoming surgeries are canceled, 
and some health care workers are fac- 
ing job cuts and furloughs. 

Emergency room traffic is down, pa- 
tient volumes are down, and for hospi- 
tals, expenses are way up — they've 
been ordered to increase their bed ca- 
pacity, and they’re scrambling for sup- 
plies. Leaders at Northern Arizona 
Healthcare say the cost of a single N95 
mask prior to the pandemic was 69 
cents. Now, they’re $8 each. 

What’s going on in health care right 
now is what Phoenix internal medicine 
physician Dr. M. Zuhdi Jasser calls a 
“perfect storm” of stress on the health 
care system because of the expected 
COVID-19 patients and an economic 
shutdown that has affected businesses 
everywhere, including the health care 
infrastructure. Regular health care in 
Arizona has all but ground to a halt. 


See PATIENTS, Page 14A 


@ usa TODAY 


Governors around 
US work together 

toward reopening 
their economies 


Governors around the U.S. began 
collaborating on plans Tuesday to re- 
open their economies in what is likely 
to be a drawn-out, step-by-step proc- 
ess to prevent the coronavirus from 
rebounding with disastrous results. 

California Gov. Gavin Newsom has 
joined a coalition with his West Coast 
counterparts in Oregon and Washing- 
ton. A similar coalition has taken 
shape in the Northeast, encompassing 
Connecticut, Delaware, Massachu- 
setts, New Jersey, New York, Penn- 
sylvania and Rhode Island. 

The governors’ actions set up a po- 
tential showdown with President Don- 
ald Trump, who insisted Monday that 
he has “total” authority to decide how 
and when to loosen restrictions in the 
country. 


Story, Page 6A 


$988 _ 


Jiffy Lube Signature Service® al aCe 


With Conventional Oil 


Service includes up to 5 quarts of Pennzoil® SW30 or 5W20 | yo appointment 
Conventional Motor Oil and multi point inspection. Shop Fees 
Additional. Other brands of oil available at additional charge. 
Most vehicles. With this ad only. Not valid with any other 
offer or discount. Valid at all Phoenix Metro Valley Locations. 
Expires 5/6/20. 

Call for hours of operation: 


Z 
1.888.99.JIFFY PENNE 


Or visit our website at jiffylubearizona.com 


Al Phoenix Metro Jiffy Lubes are locally owned by the Bové Family. Jiffy Lube and the Jify Lube design mark and Jiffy Lube Signature Service® 
are registered trademarks of Jiffy Lube International, Inc. ©2020 Jiffy Lube International, Inc. AR-GC10327638-08 


